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I want everyone to just pause, and look around at this group. The Sewanee we seek 

is represented by us. Right now, we embody the diversity of thought, ideas, and identities 

that drew us all to this beautifully isolated domain. While we can look amongst this crowd 

and see all of those who have kept Sewanee so lovingly rooted in our lives…. we also 

represent those who have been unheard, disregarded, and felt failed by our university.  

  We are dissenting voices on this campus. We protest that the decision made by the 

Board of Regents to maintain Charlie Rose’s honorary degree is not reflective of the values 

we uphold as a university. While honor is not explicitly defined in the Honor Code, a code 

cherished by Sewanee for more than 100 years, it does assert that honor exists, and can be 

understood through human relationships. Charlie Rose has been accused by 8 women for 

sexual harassment. Charlie Rose has publicly apologized, thus confirming the validity of 

these accusations. A petition, which has now been signed by over 1,000 students, alumni, 

faculty, staff, and Sewanee community members, was created to demand that the Board of 

Regents rescind this honorary degree because of this. As a community, this petition 

expresses our unified condemnation of sexual misconduct as a clear violation of our honor 

code. On page 5 of the EQB guide, it reads, “we all must hold each other to our shared 

standards of honor”. The 1000 plus members of the Sewanee community who have signed 

this petition, share the same standards of honor. However, the 20 representatives on the 

Board of Regents, through the refusal to revoke Charlie Rose’s honorary degree have 

shown that they do not share this sense of honor with us. In a letter addressed to Claire 

Brickson (C’18) and Mary Margaret Murdock (C’17), who initially proposed rescinding the 

honorary degree, the Board of Regents alongside Vice Chancellor John McCardell claimed 



that Rose’s acts were “forgivable” and believed that it was “not their place” to condemn. 

Those who signed the petition, and those who are physically here protesting today 

outnumber those 20 people. We condemn the act perpetrated by Charlie Rose and we 

demand to be recognized. 

Our students, faculty/staff, and community members must set the precedent for 

decisions, not the Board of Regents and the Vice Chancellor who have proven to us by this 

decision that they do not represent us. The Board of Regents should not determine 

decisions on behalf of Sewanee, when the only time they are engaged with the student 

body is when our voices of resistance are censored. For example, the Women’s Center was 

contacted in the middle of summer by the Vice Chancellor’s office asking when the 

Sewanee Monologues were taking place to make sure the Regents would not be on campus 

during the event. Sewanee Monologues is a program that allows honest, diverse, and often 

times tough stories of Sewanee students a platform to share their story. If the Regents are 

shielded from the Sewanee student body, how do they represent us? If Vice Chancellor 

John McCardell doesn’t realize this discrepancy, does he represent us?  

  The refusal to revoke Charlie Rose’s honorary degree not only sets a frightening 

precedent for how sexual misconduct is addressed at Sewanee, but it also reveals how 

imbalanced our systems of power are at Sewanee. The way the Board of Regents’ and the 

Vice Chancellor have handled this decision solidifies and asserts this campus’ power 

structures, which rest comfortably in the hands of a few privileged white men. This power 

dynamic and under representation we are experiencing at Sewanee has been established 

by the lingering effects of Sewanee: The University of the South’s persistent and pervasive 

history. The legacies and systemic power structures created by  university’s founding men 

remain. Shrouded by the safety of groupthink decisions, the Board of Regents’ and Vice 



Chancellor can hide behind anonymity and are not required to take into consideration the 

campus in its entirety. They are not reflections of our diversity and sense of honor. This 

hierarchy of power is not just found at Sewanee; it is reflected in our administrations at the 

state and federal levels. Inheritance of high office, in the United States and Sewanee, is 

made easy through structures that consciously and unconsciously reproduce patriarchal 

whiteness. While this protest and student-led movement was sparked by our 

administration’s decision concerning Charlie Rose’s honorary degree, we are also here to 

mobilize our campus around social justice and resist this continuation of power as a whole. 

The Sewanee community demands change and representation. 

 


